
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 

July 10th, 2019 

5:30pm 

David and Joyce Milne Public Library 

 

Trustees Present: Charles Bonenti (vice-chair), Deb DiMassimo, Karen Kowitz, Micah Manary 

(secretary), Bridget Spann (chair), Pat Wilk 

 

Staff Present: Pat McLeod (director) 

 

Observers: Ginny Sheldon (representing the Friends) 

 

Absent: Peter Mehlin (treasurer) 

 

The meeting was called to order by Bridget at 5:32 pm. 

 

Approval of Minutes from June Meeting: 

Charles moved to approve minutes from the June meeting, with minor corrections. Karen 

seconded. All voted in favor. 

. 

Treasurer’s Report: (Peter, submitted in absentia) 

Peter sent to the meeting a report of current fund balances and recent contributions.  

 

Trustees Annual Fund, balance June 28, 2019 ....................................................$77,787.71 

Interest June 1-28, 2019 ............................................................................................$145.97 

 

Carpenter Fund, balance June 28, 2019 ...............................................................$10,168.11 

Interest June 1-28, 2019 ..............................................................................................$19.24 

 

Botsford Fund, balance June 28, 2019 .................................................................$71,863.80 

Interest June 1-28, 2019 ............................................................................................$136.00 

 

Sara Tenney Osborne Fund, balance June 28, 2019: ...........................................$24,629.35 

 

Activity since July 1, 2019: 

7/9/19: Debit of $75.00 (Jeffrey Agostini stipend for display) 

7/9/19: Deposit of $210.00 

 

Director’s Monthly Report: (Pat McLeod) 

Pat gave a comprehensive update on major activities in the past month. The new fiber-optic 

phone system installation is progressing. There is new mulch from the Garden Club. The Friends 

book sale was very successful and freed up space in their room, and many books that could not 

be sold were recycled. Two infected dead pine trees were removed from the premises. The 

proposal by the Williams Inn was turned down as the library is not set up to run a retail business. 

New benches are being ordered to replace the aging teak ones in the garden, to try and match 

with other town benches. The budget should be presented at the August Trustee meeting. 



 

There are a multitude of summer programming options. The list includes now expanded adult 

options as well as traditional options for teens and younger children, all tying in the larger motif 

of “A Universe of Stories”, with outer space and exploration themes. These options are quite 

extensive and already seeing good participation. 

 

Friends Report: (Ginny Sheldon) 

The Friends do not have regularly scheduled meetings in July or August, though informal 

meetings are identifying potential candidates for future board participation. Chapter Two Books 

is quite strong and volunteer interest remains steady there. The book sale brought in new 

volunteers as well. They are looking into options for “Book Nook” informal tables in the back 

lobby, perhaps with a temporary or mobile installation. 

 

Report on Status of Circulation Area Renovation: (Charles) 

It was decided not to extend permanent new flooring beyond the circulation area at this time 

because other areas of the library are scheduled to be remodeled as part of Phase II of 

renovations. The transition flooring from the marmoleum is being evaluated and moving 

forward. New track lighting, the rearrangement of some pendant lights and a chandelier-style 

fixture for the vestibule are being considered to correct dark areas in the Circulation space. The 

circular couch cushions have been put on hold pending inspection. The floor bubbling seems to 

be worse by the front desk, and will require consultation with the architect and contractors. 

 

With this renovation looking to be compete, we are looking towards the future remodeling of the 

back lobby. A standing committee will likely be necessary for this, and include members of the 

public. 

 

Status of Annual Appeal: (Karen) 

This month there were approximately $855 in donations bringing the total to approximately 

$21,000 total for the year. We are organizing a reminder mailing for August, and will consult 

what was included last year, possibly postcards and return mailing envelopes. The reminders will 

go to large donors and new donors for this year. Details of the mailing will be discussed at the 

next meeting. 

 

Update on Library Director Evaluation: (Bridget) 

Bridget, Charles, and Pat have met with relevant parties and will discuss more at the August 

meeting. 

 

Election of Liaison to the Friends Board: 

Deb volunteered to be the liaison for this year. Pat volunteered to be the backup. Micah moved to 

approve this appointment, with Karen seconding. All voted in favor. 

 

Minutes Submission to Library Website: 

Pat McLeod suggested that trustee board minutes be forwarded to Roz Broch (assistant director) 

in the future and that she would back post this year’s minutes and future minutes on the library 

website. This is in addition to submission to the town manager and town clerk. 

  



Holding of Mount Greylock Regional School District Records: 

We volunteered to hold their records in our basement storage for free until their new space was 

compete. We will continue to wait amidst various projects still ongoing there. 

 

State Ethics Test: 

All members of the board will have their state ethics tests completed and submitted by the 

August meeting. 

 

Board Composition: (Micah) 

Micah brought up a state law that suggested that the board composition might need to be 

changed. Pat recalled a legislative process that approved a seven member board previously. No 

action needs to be taken. 

 

Karen moved to adjourn the meeting, Pat seconded. All voted in favor. The meeting was 

adjourned at 6:33pm. 

 

The next meeting will be Wednesday, August 14th, 2019, at 5:30pm at the library. 

 

Submitted July 10, 2019 by Micah Manary 

 


