
 
 

Summer Reading 2020 
 

Castles 
 
Because the library isn’t open, and everyone is mostly stuck at home, we tried to put together a 
bunch of activities that you can do at home with your family. All of these are meant to just use 
things you can find around your house - feel free to use substitutions. Be flexible! If there’s a 
writing prompt, and you’d rather draw a picture, go right ahead. Use these ideas as a 
springboard, and get creative! Some activities may be more appropriate for younger or for older 
children, so feel free to pick and choose. If you’d like, take a picture of what you made and send 
it to us at krose@cwmars.org or post it on the library’s Facebook page. We miss you all - and 
would love to hear from you! 
 
Reading throughout the summer is also important! We will keep track of that online this year. 
Please go to https://www.milnelibrary.org/children-s-zone to log your reading (we are tracking 
number of minutes). Anyone who logs their reading - or sends us a photo of their creations from 
these activity packets - will be eligible to receive prizes at the end of the summer.  
 
Summer Reading at the Milne Public Library is sponsored by the Friends of the Milne Public Library. 
 

https://www.milnelibrary.org/children-s-zone


 
Castles 

 
Build It: Marshmallow Castle  
 
A lot of fairy tales are about royalty and castles. Try making your own castle by using 
marshmallows and toothpicks. See how tall you can make it, or how much weight it can hold. 
After you are finished, you have a marshmallow treat! Young fingers may need help with the 
toothpicks.  
 
Want more of an engineering challenge? Visit https://sunflowerstostem.com/tetrahedron-tower/ 
to make the picture featured here. 
 

 
 
Alternately - build a LEGO castle. Can you make crenellated towers and a moat? What other 
additional features can you build? 
 
OR - draw the fanciest, most elaborate castle you can. 
 
 
Royal Jokes 
  
• Why were the early days of history called the dark ages? Because there were so many 
knights!  
• Who invented King Arthur’s round table? Sir Cumference !  
• What was Camelot? A place where people parked their camels.  
• What was Camelot famous for? Its knight life.  
• When a knight in armor was killed in battle, what sign was put on his grave? Rust in peace.  
• What king invented fractions? Henry the 1⁄8.  



Write It: Happily Ever After  
 
Do you ever wonder about what happened after the “Happily Ever After”? Or what happened 
that made it so happy? Or maybe it wasn’t happy at all? Think of your favorite fairy tale that 
ends with “happily ever after” and write what happened after.  
 
 
Build it: Catapults  
 
You will need:  
• Popsicle sticks  
• Plastic spoons  
• Rubber bands  
• Marshmallows or pom-poms  
• A picture of dragon or castle on the wall (optional - but better than shooting at your brothers 
and sisters) 
 
Gather materials to make a catapult then set up a catapult testing station in front of a target 
taped to the wall or try it outside. See Youtube tutorial below for details on assembly: 
 
YouTube: Easy DIY catapult https://bit.ly/2IHKiZC 
 
Three different catapult designs: https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Marshmallow-Catapult 
 

 
(you can use a bottle cap or a plastic spoon for your “launcher”) 

 
 

https://bit.ly/2IHKiZC
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Marshmallow-Catapult


Chess 
 
Learn how to play the classic medieval game of war! There are a number of online resources for 
chess: 
 
Chess.com 
Cardgames.io (has Chess, along with tons of other games - for single player or multiplayer) 
App - Chess for Kids (free) 
 
 
Design your own shield / coat of arms 
 
Use the below image as a template or make your own! Design and decorate as you wish. 
 

 
 
 



Cook It | Happily Ever After Sugar Cookie Bark  
 
What celebration is complete without cookies, chocolate, and sprinkles? Now you can have all 
three in one with this no-bake dessert! As always, ask a caregiver for help in the kitchen.  
 
Ingredients:  
● 2 (12 ounce) packages white chocolate chips, divided  
● 2 tablespoons Crisco shortening , divided  
● 1 pouch Betty Crocker sugar cookie mix  
● 1 stick (1/2 cup) unsalted butter, softened  
● 2 tablespoons milk  
● Sprinkles 
  
Instructions:  
1. Line a 8 1/2 x 11 baking sheet with parchment paper.  
2. Place the white chocolate chips from 1 bag in a medium microwave-safe bowl and melt in the 
microwave in 30 second intervals on low, stirring in between. Repeat until melted and smooth.  
3. Add in 1 tablespoon of the Crisco and mix until smooth and combined.  
4. With a spatula, spread white chocolate in an even layer on the parchment paper. Place in the 
refrigerator for 10 minutes until hardened.  
5. In the meantime, with a handheld mixer, cream together the sugar cookie mix, butter, and 
milk until thoroughly combined.  
6. Place on top of the chilled white chocolate and press to spread almost to the edge.  
7. Place back in the fridge for another 10 minutes.  
8. Melt the second bag of chocolate chips in the same manner as the first.  
9. Mix in the remaining tablespoon of Crisco.  
10. Spread over the cookie dough and immediately cover with sprinkles.  
11. Chill for another 10 minutes until completely set.  
12. Break into small pieces and serve. Note: You can store this in the refrigerator in an airtight 
container for up to a week.  
 
original recipe can be found here: https://bellyfull.net/sugar-cookie-bark/ 
 
 

  


